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ESSAY QUESTION 1A 
 

 

 

 

Helpful hints: 

 

 You will need to begin with a summary of how William came to be in Little 

Weirwold, where he has come from and what he has left behind. 

 

 Think about moments in the story when William’s home life is mentioned – 

for example, the letter from his mother in Chapter 2.   

 

 Consider William’s state of mind and well-being. Think about his lack of 

confidence and his nervousness . Remember also the bruises on his body.  

 

 Why do you think William might be so fearful around Tom? Why does he 

often talk about ‘sinners’ and what might happen to them? Where has he 

learned such views? 

 

 Although many evacuees would have been shy and nervous in their new 

homes, do you think William seems especially quiet? Can you find 

examples in the story where his behaviour seems unusual? 

 

 Try to support the comments and observations you make with specific 

evidence from the book. This may include references to his behaviour, the 

things he says and his appearance.   

 

 

From early on in the story, the author gives us the impression that 

William’s home life has not always been a happy one. Discuss your 

impression of William’s childhood in London, referring to specific clues 

you may find in the story.   
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ESSAY QUESTION 1B 
 

 
 

Helpful hints: 

 

 Revisit Chapter 15. Remind yourself of the harrowing experiences he 

encounters now he is back in London. How would all this compare to his 

new life in Little Weirwold?   

 

 The author describes William’s ‘new awareness’. What is being referred to 

here? What did William learn in Little Weirwold, that might affect how he 

regards his home life now? 

 

 Consider the question, is it better to experience something good and then 

lose it, or to never have experienced better times at all? Can you miss 

something you have never had?  

 

 Think about what might have happened if William had not been evacuated 

out of London. His life would probably have been very sad, but would he 

have known any different? Could he have still had regrets? 

 

 Compare and contrast the affection shown towards him in the countryside, 

with the way he was treated back home.   

 

 Imagine how William might have felt and behaved at home before being 

evacuated, and compare this with his behaviour in Little Weirwold. Finally, 

consider how he behaves now he is back in London once again.  

At the end of Chapter 15, we find William wishing he had never gone to Little 

Weirwold and experienced such love and friendship there. Had he not known 

any different, he would have continued to think his life in London to be 

normal.  Discuss this view, with close reference to the text.  
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ESSAY QUESTION 1C 

 

 
 
 

Helpful hints: 

 

 Revisit chapters 16 and 17 in the book, when Tom travels to London in 

search of young William.  

 

 Consider what prompted Tom to go in search of William in the first place. 

Why was he worried about him? What evidence did he have at that stage 

that something was wrong?  

 

 Focus on how Tom found William. Without Tom, would he have ever been 

found alive?     

 

 When William was taken to hospital, how was he treated? What plans were 

in place for his future welfare?  

 

 Consider why Tom felt he could provide William with better care than the 

doctors could.   

 

 Could Tom have acted in a different way? What were the alternatives for 

him? How did the war affect the situation?  

 

 

 

Do you think Tom Oakley was right to travel to London and bring William 

back home to Little Weirwold? Should he have ‘rescued’ him from the 

hospital? Share your views with reference to the circumstances that led to 

this desperate act.     
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ESSAY QUESTION 1D 
 

 
 
 

Helpful hints: 

 

 This essay is about the setting and context of the story, rather than the plot 

itself. As you revisit the book, try to notice references to life on the 

‘Homefront’.  

 

 Think about evacuation, rationing, soldiers going off to war, news bulletins 

and radio announcements. Consider how the characters in the story react to 

the war that is going on around them.  

 

 Focus on the courage and determination you see in the villagers. Can you 

find any quotations to suggest that they are coping with the hardships and 

‘soldiering on’?   

 

 Think about the difficult conditions experienced by the people back in the 

cities too. Revisit the scenes where Tom Oakley travels to London. What do 

you notice about life here? Think about air raids, black outs, injuries and 

destruction, and people pulling together in difficult times.     

 

 How different is the life described in the story to your life now? What 

hardships and experiences did they have to endure, that you may never 

have to think about? What does this teach you? 

 

 
 

Goodnight Mister Tom is set in 1939, when thousands of children were 

evacuated from cities under threat from German bombing. What have you 

learned from the story about life in Britain during the second world war?  
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ESSAY QUESTION 1E 
 

 
 
 

Helpful hints: 

 

 Begin with a brief introduction to heroism – what makes a hero or heroine? 

Identify some of the characteristics one might expect to see.   

 

 Focus on the story. Name your characters and then explain why you have 

chosen them to be good examples of heroes.  

 

 Try to refer specifically to the story when describing the heroic qualities of 

your characters.  Think about their behaviour, their characteristics, and the 

way in which they cope with the hardships around them. 

 

 Most heroes or heroines have to overcome some kind of challenge or 

threat. This is what tests them as heroes. Think of the kind of challenges the 

heroes you have chosen face in the story. How do they overcome them? 

 

 Remember! There is a distinction to be made between heroes and 

superheroes! The heroes in the story may not wear capes, but they still 

show great bravery and compassion in the face of danger.  

   

 

 

 

 

In many ways, this is a story about heroism in the face of danger and 

hardship. There are plenty of heroes and heroines in Goodnight Mister Tom. 

Focus on one hero and one heroine, and explain why you find them 

particularly heroic.  
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ESSAY QUESTION 2A 

 

 
 
 
 

Helpful hints: 

 

 Consider William’s thoughts as he sees old Tom Oakley open the door and 

grumble at the Billeting Officer.   

 

 What experience of adults had William had up to this point? Do you think 

this might influence how he regards Tom Oakley now? 

 

 Do you think William wants to be in Little Weirwold? 

 

 What kind of person do you think William might have wished to be billeted 

with? 

 

 What do you think Tom thought as he opened the door and saw the Billeting 

Officer with young William next to her? 

 

 What experience with children had Tom had until that point? Could this 

have affected his judgement now? 

 

 Try to find clues in the story which indicate how these characters feel. 

Consider their behaviour, their appearance, what they say, and what they 

think.   

 
 
 

Discuss the first impressions William and Tom may have of each other 

during their first encounter.   
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ESSAY QUESTION 2B 
 

 
 
 

Helpful hints: 

 

 Revisit chapters 16 and 17 in the book, when Tom travels to London in 

search of young William.  

 

 Consider what prompted Tom to go in search of William in the first place. 

Why was he worried about him? What evidence did he have at that stage to 

believe that something might be wrong?  

 

 Focus on how Tom found William. Without Tom, would he have ever been 

found alive?     

 

 When William was taken to hospital, how was he treated? What plans were 

in place for his future welfare?  

 

 Consider why Tom felt he could provide William with better care than the 

doctors could.   

 

 Could Tom have acted in a different way? What were the alternatives for 

him? How did the war affect the situation?  

The friendship between Tom and William takes time to grow, as the story 

unfolds. Identify and discuss any events or conversations which you 

consider to be significant milestones in their growing relationship.                                                                                                                                  
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ESSAY QUESTION 2C 
 

 
 
 

Helpful hints: 

 

 Consider the background to Tom’s life – the fact that he was once a loving 

husband and doting father. What happened?   

 

 Explain how this terrible loss might have affected him throughout his life 

ever since – think about his reluctance to make friends, his independence, 

his stubbornness.   

 

 Consider how William gradually helps Tom to deal with this loss. How does 

William help the old man to ‘come out of his shell’? 

 

 Try to refer to specific events and quotations from the story to illustrate the 

way in which William helps Tom. At which times during the book did you 

particularly notice Tom beginning to soften – and how did William help in 

this? 

 

 Conclude by explaining how this relationship is a symbiotic one – which 

means both characters gain a lot from it. They provide each other with what 

they need to stay happy and safe.     

 

 

As the story unfolds, Tom provides the love and attention which William has 

lacked, but William also helps Tom overcome the terrible grief he has 

suffered all these years – after losing his wife and son. With close reference 

to the text, show how the relationship is just as important to Tom as it is to 

William.    
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ESSAY QUESTION 2D 
 

 
 
 

Helpful hints: 

 

 Begin with an introduction to the difficult circumstances in which these two 

characters meet. Are either of them actually happy to see one another?   

 

 Consider how the relationship between William and Tom is a difficult one 

from the outset, due to each other’s nervousness and past experiences.   

 

 Find times in the story when their growing friendship is tested – for 

example: when William threatens to hurt Sammy; when William constantly 

wets the bed; when he has to return to London and they are apart; when 

Zach dies and William is grief-stricken.      

 

 How do all these difficult times help to strengthen their friendship? How do 

they learn to appreciate one another more? What makes them keep going? 

 

 How do you know these two characters are loyal friends? What attributes 

do they show that tells you their friendship will last? 

 

 

 

 

 

True friendship can survive the very toughest challenges and tests. When 

friends truly care for one another, their relationship will always last. 

Consider how the friendship between Tom and William is tested to its limit, 

and how these challenges strengthen the affection they hold for each other.     
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ESSAY QUESTION 2E 
 

 
 
 

Helpful hints: 

 

 Is it possible to build a friendship with a fictional character? Think generally 

about how you get to know a character in a story.     

 

 Consider how an author creates their characters so that readers come to 

feel empathy and affection for them. Think about: their personality, their 

behaviour, their thoughts and feelings.  

 

 Illustrate the points you have made so far by referring to a specific 

character in the story. How did you get to know him or her? What did you 

think of them at the beginning?     

 

 Refer to specific events and situations in the story which help you to learn 

more about your chosen character.  

 

 Consider the empathy you feel for the character and how the author has 

managed to achieved this. How have your feelings changed by the end of 

the story?      

 

 

 

 
 
 

After reading Goodnight Mister Tom, do you feel you have built a friendship 

with any of its fictional characters? Describe your feelings for one of the 

characters in the story, and how these change during the course of the 

story.     
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TASK 5: Imagine you are a reporter for a local newspaper in a town near 

Little Weirwold. Write a news report all about the arrival of the evacuees 

from London. How will they cope? Will they fit in? Locals are worried....     

WRITING TASKS: GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TASK 1: Write character profiles (descriptions) for William and Zach. Think 

about each character’s appearance, personality, likes and dislikes, home 

life, hopes and dreams. Consider too, their role in the story.    

TASK 2: Imagine you are Tom Oakley. You have kept a diary for many years 

to record your life in Little Weirwold. Write an entry in the diary for the day 

when young William Beech arrives at your door. Then write another entry for 

several weeks later.  How have your feelings for William changed?   

TASK 3: Revisit the scene in which William returns to the train station in 

London, where he is met by his mother. Rewrite this scene as a playscript, 

beginning with the train rolling into the station, and ending with William and 

his mother arriving home.      

TASK 4: How do you think William gets on at school? What might his first 

school report look like? Write an imaginary form teacher’s report for William 

Beech. You will need to comment on his academic progress, his behaviour 

and his popularity around the school. Remember to focus on the progress 

he has made since arriving in Little Weirwold.      
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DRAMA ACTIVITIES: GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM 

 
 
ACTIVITY 1 

 

Invite volunteers to sit in the ‘hot-seat’ at the front of the class and field questions 

from the floor in the role of a character from Goodnight Mister Tom. Interesting 

characters to choose might be: Carrie, Mrs Hartridge, Zach or Mr Stelton. 

 

ACTIVITY 2 

 

Ask the children to work in pairs for this activity. One person assumes the role of a 

chat-show host, the other is the special guest for tonight’s show – the famous author, 

Michelle Magorian. The children rehearse and then perform their sketches (you may 

wish to add a theme tune and the sound of applause). The host may choose to invite 

questions ‘from the audience’.  Encourage the pupils to appraise each other’s work. 

 

ACTIVITY 3 

 

Ask the children to consider how it must have been for the local children when the 

evacuees all arrived at their village school. In larger groups – of about eight – invite 

the children to prepare a short scene in which evacuees meet local children in the 

school playground. What might they say to one another? How will they introduce 

themselves? Will there be tension between them? Watch and appraise the scenes. 

 

ACTIVITY 4 

 

Invite the children to consider how Tom Oakley ‘rescued’ William from the hospital 

and took him back home to Little Weirwold, without the authorities knowing. Should 

he have done this? In small groups, Tom is interviewed by child welfare officers and 

police about the crime he has committed. What will happen? Will he manage to 

convince his interviewers that he did it for the right reasons? 

 
ACTIVITY 5 

 

In pairs, the children prepare a short conversation in which either Tom is confiding in 

a neighbour about his feelings for the boy William, or William is talking to Zach about 

how he regards Tom. Share these conversations and discuss what you have learned.  
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GROUP DISCUSSIONS AND DEBATES: GOODNIGHT MISTER TOM 

 
 
DISCUSSION TOPIC 1 

 

How do the pupils think the evacuees must have felt when they were told to leave 

their homes in London and travel far away to a strange place called Little Weirwold? 

Hold a discussion in which the children consider the highs and lows of being 

evacuated from home. Would they have liked it? Share views.  

 

DISCUSSION TOPIC 2 

 

Should Tom Oakley have taken William from the hospital in London? Can it be 

acceptable to do something wrong, even for the right reasons?  Share views in class. 

Consider together what might have happened to William if he had not been taken 

back to Little Weirwold.  

 

DISCUSSION TOPIC 3 

 

Consider the way in which Tom and William found themselves together. What might 

have happened to Tom if he had not met William? Similarly, what might have 

happened to William had he not been billeted with Tom Oakley? Explore theories and 

hypotheses in small groups, then come together to share feedback.  

 

DEBATE MOTION 1 

 

This House believes that Tom Oakley was too old and too stubborn to have been 

granted the care of a young evacuee.  William should have been billeted elsewhere.   

 

 
DEBATE MOTION 2 

 

This House believes that William should not have been allowed to return to his 

mother in London. Tom Oakley should have voiced his concerns about his safety  

and prevented him from going.    
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SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING 

 

 

FICTION 
 

The Silver Sword by Ian Serraillier  

Carrie’s War by Nina Bawden 

I am David by Anne Holm 

Anne Frank’s Story by Carol Ann lee 

 

 

POETRY ANTHOLOGIES 
 

In Time of War edited by Anne Harvey (includes Edith Pickthall’s Evacuee) 

The Oxford Book of War Poetry edited by John Stallworthy 

A Jetblack Sunrise: Poems About War and Conflict compiled by Jan Mark  

 

 

NON-FICTION 

 

Evacuees: Evacuation in Wartime Britain 1939-1945 

Evacuation (At Home in World War II) by Stewart Ross 

Children of War by Susan Goodman 

 


